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River Road Women ' ~ Inqtituta 

Organized April 21 1921 

Commencement of ~~eedsmuir~ Book 19h6 

Lord Tweedsmuir: born John Buchan in Scotl~nd , Au~ . 25 , 
1A75 , the s on of Rev . John Buchan . 

Historian , novelist and Governor- General of Can~da f rom 
l Q 35 t o 1940 . 

Called to the Bar in 1901. 
From 1927 to 1935 he ~as a member of British Hou~e of Commons 

for Sco t tish Universitie~ . 
In 19 35 he . ., a ~ titled "Baron Tr~e'3dsmuir''. 
Author of a number of biographi es and. historical ·-torks ; 
Sir Wal ter Ralei~h Sir Walter Scott 
Jul ius Caes~r Oliver Cr omAell 
The Mass~cre of Gl encoe The King ' s Grace . 

So'll'le of his novels ,.,ere: The 3q Steps 
Sal~te to Adventure~ 
The Three Hosta.~~~ , 

'' Memorv Hold the Dorr " . .,a~ his Autobto~raphy and one of his 
l atest works . John Buchan , the fir~t Lord TrA~edsuir , died in 
Montrea l on Feb . 11th , 19hO . His library was bequeathed to Que~n ' s 
Uni versity at Kin~~ton , Ontario . 

Lady ~~eeds11ir : Susan , sife of our belov"'d Gove'T'nor- Gener9.l, 
has 'o(ri tten ma. ny plays , childr~n ' s JJooks and remini qcenc.c:,s . She 
was qn ardent W.I . Member in En~land , and ~~a s made an Honorary 
Life Member of W. I . O. She advocated that our or~aniza.tion ac~oss 
Canada. compil e thA histories of onr loc9. l CO'II'l"l'!unities ~nd villaQ;.c:,s . 

She r eturned to EnQ;l3.nd follo·.,in~ tha death of her husband , and 
is still residin~ there . (1962) · 

/ 
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:"tiJI. (OI~ORGII: ·\, r• ( ;'I'X.\ ,., <of Tnr­
onto. !luperlnten<lent or the \\'o 
mf'n's Jnetltutes ot Ontario, who 
hR~< a ~tpeclal lnte reBt i n t he work 
oC Elgin, belug a native of Lyon". 
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Founding of the First Institute 

Nearly thr ee quarters of a century ago the men of 
Ontario had their agricultural college and organized assistance 
in the various branches of farming but it was not until 1897 
that the even greater importance of instruction for the · 
mothers and homemakers of the country was pointed out with 
the effect tha t in that year Mrs. Adelaide Hoodless, herself 
a daughter of the farm, and one of the pioneers in advocating 
domestic science for homemakers spoke a t a meeting of the 
f armers experimental union at Guelph voicing a general 
feeltg among thoughtful men and women in rural Omtario in 
urging the need of science being ~plied in the management of 
the home and the family as well as in the production of high 
grade cattle. Her appeal made such an impression on one of 
her hearers Mr. Erland Lee of Stoney Creek, asked Mrs. Hoodless 
tor epea t her address ·at a gathering at his own home. Thirty 
S.even girls and vomen formed the necleus of a sister society 
to the Stoney Creek Farmer's Institute formed at this meeting, 
and the next Sa turday 101 members were enrolled. Mrs. Hoodless 
was the first Honorary President ana the first President was 
Mrs. E. D. Smith of Winona, wi~·e of the now Senator Smith. 

They decided to call the new organization "The Women's 
Departmm1, O.i Farmers' Institute of South Wentworth". The 
name l ·e.sted exactly a week and at the next meeting was changed 
to the familiar "Womens Institute". 

From its small beginning at Stoney Creek, it spread over 
Canada, America, Great Britain, Australia, Europe and South 
Africa. · 

The death of her child made Mrs. John Hoodless realize the 
need of greater education for farm wanen, especial ly in the 
matter of health and some of the early addresses at meetings 
had for their subject "Proper food for the Child" and "The 
Child in Health ana Disease". Similar topics are studied today 
and the interest has broadened out to a multitude of other 
t _opics. 

The w. I. has studied efficiency in the home, the needs 
of young children and citizenship. The work f or community 
problems has been trememdous. After diligent endeavour 
music and medica l and dental ins~ ctian in schools have been 
introduced, cemeteri es have been improved, CD mmuni ty halls 
have been built, fall fars encouraged, playgrounds &~d skating 
rinks provided, hospitals supported, mobile kitchens provided, 
jam and garden seeds sent to Britain. The Tweedsmuir Village 
History Book has been begum for the purpose of' compiling all 
possible early history of different communities. Thew. I. is 



First Institute - Cont'd 

the only organiza.tion sponsored by the government t hough it 
is not government mntrol led . In 1942 t here were 36, 850 members • 

· An effort is being made to raise this number to 50, 000 this year 
on the occasion of t he 50th anniversary . Across Canada and 
the United States and in foreign countries around "the worl~ 
Women's Insti1utes will celebrate t he founding of the organizat J on 
this week. 

Demo~atic, non-partisan and non- s ectarian, ~th a low 
membership fee of only 25¢ this great band of women which has 
grown to thousands, continues to ~rk for the improvement of 
homes and home life in every possible w11ay, the improvement of 
the individual, physically, ment ally and s piritually and 
the betterment of the community at l ar ge, following the 
motto, "For Home and Country." 
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RI VER ROAD I NSTITUTE 

The Rive r Roa d Women ' s I nst itute was or ganized in April 
192 1 by Mrs. Mac McKillop and Mr s . McLevy who wer e then t he 
fresiden t and Secretary of West El gin I nsti t u t e s . 

The ladies of t he community gathere d a t the home of Mrs . 
J. A. Campbe l l and for me d the local branch . The f i rst president 
being Mrs . Ge or ge Campbe l l, the f i rst vi ce - pr e s ident Mrs . J . 
A. Campbell and the f i r s t Secretary Mr s . I . A. Met l er . The 
Charter members besides t he above were Mr s . R. Linds ay , ~rrs. 
W. Coleman , Mrs . D. B. McPhe rson, Mrs. T. McGaw , Mr s . J . Beatti e . 
Mi s s M. Joyner, Mrs . S . Pa ge . Mi s s Els ie Mci ntyre, Miss Emma 
Mcintyre, Mrs . J . Bar rie . Mrs . F . Chap low. Jean Campbell Mrs o F. Joiner 

When we s tart ed , our f irs t t houghts were to improve t he 
school grounds by p lant ing t ree s and cleaning up . Then as soon 
as we ma de some money we wrected swi ngs and helped the sect ion 
purchase a piano. We bough t e quipmen t t o serve l unches for 
enterta i nments and were inst r umen t a l i n start ing s chool l unches. 

Every ye ar we have a pi cnic for t he communi t ¥ i n t he 
schoo l yeard and at Christma s we a l wa ys buy tre at s f or t he 
children of the community. 

The combined e f f or t s of the Ins titut e s have been 
i ns t r umenta l i n i ntroduci ng mu si c and me dica l imspe ction in 
s chools . We have given funds t'o many worthy causes i ncluding 
t200 . t o t he Memor i al Hospi t al f or a cot when it was f irst 
built . During the last war we put fo r th all our eff orts and 
money to Re d Cros s 1/ork , alon e tii t h t he othe r ladies of t he 
communi ty . -

In our meet ings we have studie d the pr ope r f ood f or 
chi l dre n , how t o care for t he s ick , and many other int~res t ing 
problems o f the home ~ 

We have also i ntroduce d the Blue Cr oss Hospi t a liza tion 
i n our communi ty. 



River Road W. I . Jubilee Meetin~ 
Feb . lO}L7 

Films and ~~eedsmuir Histo ~y are Fe~tur~s of Meettn~ 

The River Roa d Wome n' ~ I nstitute celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversa ry of the f ound i ng of th~ fir~ t Wo~en ' s I nsti tut e on 
Fri 1ay evenin~ i n the River Road School ~hen the members of tne 
I nstitute , t heir f~milies ~nd ne i ghbor s , a bout 75 in numoer , 
gathered to pay trib11te to th!lt first band of .{O~en .rho started 
t he Women ' s I nsti tute at St oney Creek i n l R97 . 

Mr~ . S . A. ~llton h~d the sc nool prettily decor~ted in blue 
and qolr1 , the I nsti t1lt~ colors and the t·1bles pre~P,nted a fine 
appe~r~nce loade~ .rith q l l kind~ of pood tnings to eat bro'l~ht 
by the l ad iPs of t~P, comwnnitv . The hP~d t~ble , .fnere tne older 
members of the Institute sat , held the oretty vello~ ~ecorated 
birthd~v cake ·.rit1 its 50 bl'l~ candles . 

After t he dinnP,~ , Mrs . W. A. ~etl~r , or~sident of the 
I nstit11te , pr eq i ded and a pro~r'lM follo.red .rith communitv 
sin,:;inP" , ~rs . S. A. Fulton at the oiRno ; and a. chapter from the 
~.feedsmlir V llaa~ Hi storv roa" by Mrq . Georqe Ca~pb~ll , 
tell{nf' of tl-'le foun ing of th~ first In"ltitnte . MY'"l . J . A. 
Campbel l , t~anked ~rs . G. CqmpP,ll , Mrs . S . A. ~lton qnrl many 
other~ .-~no ha hel pe,4 compi V • the ~.feeoq,.,uir Book to t1~ te an~ 
also Mrs . Cur tis Campbell fo~ tyoint:r . Lantern slirlP,~ from t he 
public libr a r v ~ e~e ~uch en~oyed , one fi~ beina for th~ 
c ni l ren and the other 11 Th s Can'3.rl'l of Ours , '' and one provided 
by tne Department of He'llth 0'1 Ttlberculo~i~ . Mis s \iinni~ 
Gumminas and her father W'3.llace Cum~in~s , ~nd Mr~ . S . A. Fulton, 
favored ~ ith many instrument1l number"l . This pleasant evening 
N 'lS conv ened by Mrs . W. D. Metler , Mr~ . S . A. ~~lton , Mrs . N. D. 
Campbell and ~rs . W. Cumrnin~s . 

The next meetin~ of the Institute .rill be held at Mrs . W. A. 
Metl er 1 <1 on Ma~cn 26 , Mrs . J . A. and Mrs . Geor~e Campbell 
bein~ conv en~r"l of the grandmother ' s meetin~ and roll call to 
be ans ~ered by r1 i~plavin~ ~o~et ~inP" belnngin~ to one ' s 
grand~otner . Ho~oitalizati0n dues ma v be pa i d at tnis rneetin~ . 



FIRST WORLD WAR 

Those who served from the River Road Community 
in the First World War were 

ROBERT WHITFIELD 
ROBERT BARRIE 
JAMES BARRIE who paid the Supreme Sacrif ice at Vimy Ridge 

on April 5t h , 1917 
THOMAS HILL 
GEORGE CORMAN 
CYRIL FAWCETT 
ALBERT WARD 
MONTY WARD 
NORMAN WARD 
GEORGE A BRAHAM 
ABBERT ~ATSON 
GEORGE CHAPPEL who 

Nov . 
JOHN BYE 
WILLIAM WA..lt~ 
OLIVER ANTONE 
STANLEY WEST 
JAMES WHITE 
RAY ROULSTON 
GEORGE TRICKETT 
HUGH FULTON 
BETH ROULSTON, V. 

~aid the Supreme sacrif ice at Pas chenda1e 
2, 1917 

A. D. 
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SECOND WORLD WAR 

When the Second World War eame along the institute 
formed a Red Cross Unit of the Southwold Red Cross along 
witht the other l adies of the Community who were not Inst­
itute Members but who did excellent Red Cross Work. 

We got our fi rst Red Cros s yarn in December , 1939 
a~ the Fingal work room and did the knitting and s ewing 
assigned us as our part. Each month so much as given 
to the ladies who drove their cars to Fingal and the next 
month other l adies returned the work and received more • . 
Altogether we returned 389 knitted articles for the 
Service men and 107 articles for the civilians. our 
School with aay about 10 children at most, returned 
30 knitted a r ticles. There were 521 sewn articles and 
16 quilts also returned . 

We had the l adies take salvage material into St. 
Thomas and clothes for the needy in Europe were left at 
t he City Fire Department . 

Some of the men of our community worked at the 
Technical Training School for air men, now the Ontario 
Hospital near St. Thomas on No 4 Hi ghway. 

We had a new Honor Roll engraved and hung in the 
School ·with the names of those who served in the First 
World War and Second World War with Rev . H. S . Rodney 
giving a very f ine address. 

We had our share of recrui.ts for the War , in order 
of enlisting they were 

NEIL D. CAMPBELL in the Ordnance Corp 
JOSEPH COLEMAN in the R. C • A. F. 
BOB LINDSAY in R. C. A. F. 
COLIN 0 ' BRIEN in the Army 
CLARENCE CUMMINGS i n the Army 
LAWRENCE CUMMINGS in the Navy 
ALBERT JOHNSTON in the R. C. A. F. 

The f i rst f our were born and always lived in the 
communi ty and were given fine wrist watches before going 
over seas. We sent boxes of food or cigarettes to all 
our boys overseas each month and greetings to those who 
stayed on the home fr~nt •• 

All our boys returned home safely . Bob Lindsay had a 
narrow escape when on a bombing mission he has shot down over 
France, but he was saved by the French Underground. 

Second world War - Cont'd 

When our boys returned from overseas we held a 
Community Party at the ~chool l awn and had a musical program 
speeches, a fine lunch and ·dancing to welcome them back home . 
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RIVER ROAD Ca.DIUNITY 
by MrE . S . A. Fulton 

To the people of Southwold and Elgin County the . 
history and v ogress of the Talbot settlement forms an inter­
esting study. Colonel Thomas Talbot, the real founder, was 
the son of an Irish peer. He was born at Malahide Castle, 
Ire~d, July 19, 1771. 

His early official and military career took him to 
Canada as private secretary to Colonel Jolm Graves Simcoe, 
the first Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada. In 1792 he 
became a member of an exploring party in the Western Distri ct 
as far as Detroit. Impressed by the beauties and possibilities 
of settlement along the Indian trails throughout the region . 
be conceived the i dea of a settlement. 

Later, after returning to England and selling hie . 
coumiesion in the amy, he proceeded to a point near Fort 
Stanley. He waa nt* successful in getting his land grant 
there and once more he returned to London desiring that 
his grant be in Yarmou~h Township; but arrangements were 
made for hils grant in Dunwich, a part of the Township being 
set aside for him and his settlement. 

On May 21, 1801, Colonel Talbot with four followers 
arrived at a small stream later called Talbot Creek. There 
in a picturesque site high on a cliff overlooking the lake 
he erected hie rude log residence. The nearest settlemEnt 
was eightr miles to the west and sixty to the east while at 
the north lay a great tract of unbroken forest. 

Three years later several families, Pennsylvanians of' 
Irish birth were welcomed by Talbot at the mouth of Talbot 
Creek. In 1809-11 Mahlon B.trwell blazed the first Talbot 
Road and townships east of Dunwich began to be rapidly settled. 

Southwold prospered more rapidly than its neighbors 
Dumwich and Aldborough for it is said that Colonel Talbot 
held back the sale, settlement and improvement of' lands near 
his home. He made many enemies among the Highl!lld Scotch 
near his home owing to the injustices to which he subjected 
them. While Scotch predominated in Aldborough. Southwold · 
was settled by i.Dmigration from England, United States, Niagara 
District and Scotland. 

By 1811 Colonel Talbot was given control of London and 
Western Districts and completed the Talbot Road from Delhi to 
Sandwich. In 1824 hie control was extended to twenty eight 
townships from • orfolk County to the Detroit River. 

In 1826 the Village of London was chosen as a site 
for the new future capital by Lieutenant Governor Simcoe and 
became the j udicia l capital of the district. 
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River Road Community Cont'd 

Talbot somewhat retarded the growth of London by 
encouraging settlement along the Talbot Road. st. Thomas 
formerly called Kettle Creek or Stirling was named in 1817 
after the Colonel and had at b at time a store at Kettle 
Creek and another on the hill above. In 1830 the Village 
had about fifty houses and in 1837 a population of 700. 
One writer Patrick Sheriff states that in the thirties 
betwesn Port Stanley and St. Thomas,"Tlare is a can\ifi£ 
grist and saw mill and a distillery and brewery'' • 

Situa ted in the flats below Kains Hill was the Xains 
distillery owned by w. K. and Archie Kaine. North-east 
of the distillery was Peter Hamptons ashery an~ soap 
works. East of the soap works was Turvilles grist mill. 
North of the Turville House later occupied by Miss Pau1"! 
North of the Paul house was the Reiser brewery later the 
Rudolph Begg brewery. A carding mill owned by Hiram 
Comfort and a store were south of these. The residential 
section of the Village was clustered along the western 
embankments in those days. 

In 1845 the population of Southwold was about 2300. 
Fingal was at that time a thriving aanufacturing Village 
with a population of 800. The industries included implement 
manufacturing, saw mills, tannery, veneer mills with 
walnut being the principal wood handled. However through 
no fault of the early pioneers rut rather through the 

-diversion of trade from the stage route to the railroad 
built through St. Tboma.s the decline of Fingal and other 
small Villages was brought about. St. Thomas was incorp­
orated into a village in 1855 with a population of about 
1300. Here in the Town Hall was held the first meeting of 
the County Council of the new county of Elgin. An agitation 
had begun in 1846 to create a new County for at that time · 
the southern Townships were part of the County of Middlesex. 
The new County was nan ed in honor of the Governor-General 
Lord Elgin. 

Colonel Talbot, the central figure of the settlemm t 
died in 1853 and was wried i.n the splendidly kept Cemetery 
at St. Peters Anglican Church Tryconnell. Much has been 
written of Colonel Talbot, of his eccentricities, hia man­
agement of his settlemm t and his dealings with the settlers. 
No man wbo did not have the promise of &:.first class farmer 
could get land from him and to this policy which laid the 
agricultural development of Elgin may be attriblted the -
splendid position of the county to-day. The p- ogressiveaess 
handed down by the early settlers has kept Elgin County to 
the front. · -



River Road Communi ty Cont'd 

out over Kaine Hill in a southwesterly direction from 
St. Thomas lies the River Road Cormnunity. The name undoubtedly 
was given by the fact that the first road followed the course of 
the Kettle Creek. Situated as this settlement was but a short· distance 
from St. Thomas the residents did not feel the need of stores and 
shops as did other vicinities farther away. This community now 
approached by t he winding Kaine Hill built in 1912 was formerly 
reached by a steep hill directly east of J. Y. Harpers residence. 
The conmuni ty is comprised of the land lying between and 4. ong 
the Bush, Mill .and East River Roads running somewhat parallel 
in a southerly direction from the Bush road. The easterly road 
joins the road leading west from Highway Wo. 4, the central one joins 
the Mill Road, while the western one joi ns a side road joining 
the second River Road. 

The early surveyors must have indeed encountered many diff­
iculties in laying out Townships, concessions, side roads and 
road allowances. They endeavoured to make townships about twelve 
miles by eight or ten miles wide usually starting at a river or 
lake. Road allowances could not follow any par~icular pattern 
in many instances owing to hills ravines, creeks and valleys. 

Winding Kettle Creek and the ravines lading to it made it 
necessary in many places for the surveyors to alter the course 
of roads in Southwold. In our community we have many instances 
of these diversions. Here and there it seems the roads presumably 
follow Ind' an trails, some along the brow of the hill, some sliding 
down to the valley below. During the s.P ring, sUIDiler and au tu mn 
months many of the residents of near by St • . Thomas enJoy the 
rural scenic beauties afforded them by a drive along the winding 
River Road overlooking Kettle Creek Valley. 

However as road building become more mechanized more of 
these curves may be eliminated as is done on highways. 

Even here we can see remal. ns of former roadways which were 
replaced by more direct ones after grading and gravelling or 
f'illing ravines. One of these old roadways is situated about 
half way up the Fulton Hill heading into the field above. Another 
one was around the brow of the hill wast of the River ·Road School, 
while at one time a road followed the course of Kettle Creek 
in the Valley. 

Two bridges span ~ettle Creek in this community, one on the 
East River Road and the other, the Fulton Bridge at the foot of 
the hill. The latter a fines teel structure replaced the old 
wooden one and was constructed in 1912 

The Rural Telephone line was installed 1n 1910 during the 

River Road Community - Cont'd 

spring months and connection was finally made with the Fingal 
cental late in the Summer. 

The Rural Hydro was installed on the •iver Road in the 
fall of 1929 

In 1963 the Bell Telephone Company bought the Rural 
Fingal Telephone Company and installed Bell phones. 
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